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Dear Readers,

When | was a little girl, permission towalk somewhere by myself marked a huge, longed-for mile-
stone. It meant independence. It meant freedom. It meant the chance to explore the warld. The
first place 1was allowed to visit alone? The local public library.

A grey stone building at the corner of a sleepy intersection, the library proved itself to be a mag-
ical place: safe enough for a young girl on her own, yet containing the promise of almost-infinite
possibility. The towering fiction shelves held the weight of an endless parade of complex and vivid
characters inside thrilling stories. The rows upaon rows of nonfiction were best navigated through
a mystifying set of tiny paper cards in long wooden boxes. Carefully penciled call numbers led
me to books that helped answer my many newly emerging questions abaut the world and myself.
Meanwhile, a randomly pulled hardcover from here and there invited me beyond the bounds of
the guestions I'd thought to ask, introducing me to new information and ideas that showed me
howwide and wonderful the world really was. Inside the library doors, my then-shy childhood self
found a vast world to wander safely at her leisure.

Thirty years later, | have added other means of exploration 1o my repertoire, and now | take my
own toddler to the public library whenever | can, because the world of books wows me still. | have
known the wonderful sensation of a writer articulating something I've always felt samewhere in
my spirit, but had never heen able to name before seeing it on the page. | have found, 100, an
jnvitation into deep engagement with perspectives and experiences far ditferent from my own,
challenging my assumptions about other people, and giving me not just new information but
new insight. Both of these reading experiences can he a great gift, vitally needed in times such as
these. This Is the power of the Reading Program.

As you engage with this year's reading list, | invite you to open your mind and your heart ta experi-
ences of both profound resonance and deep difference, Learn from our authors. Stop and wonder,
lingering with perspectives and experiences outside your usual go-to list. Pause and journal on
what moves your soul. Read the books that seem right up your alley — and perhaps ohe or Wwo
that are beyondyour comfort zone. Areyou a regular reader of adult nonfiction? Add aYA novel to
your list and see whatyou make of it. Are you all-in for social action? Try a bit of spiritual growth,
as well, Ifyouwant to go deepet, read together, sharing this book listwith a family member, friend,
or colleague, You may create a formal book group or it may be something more casual —whatever
works for you, Consider intergenerational options. Children and youth love the wonder of reading,
and the Reading Program is proud to feature a selection of books curated for all ages. Please con-
sider sharing some of the anclosed book selections with children and youth in your fife and then
talk together about what you read. Adults, youth, and children can all benefit from the experience.

Finally, asyou join the Reading Program journey this year, know thatwe are praying for you along

the way. May this Reading Program nourish your soul, strengthen your understanding, and equip
each of you for the work the Spirit has placed in your heart.

Peace and blessings,

Emily Jones
Executive for Racial Justice
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